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Statement of Problem: 
This study was begun in 1992 and now represents one of the 
most complete population genetics analysis of any wildlife 
species, including sampling nearly every rookery of significant 
size across a vast geographic range (central California to the Sea 
of Okhotsk).  The purpose is to understand the genetic effects of 
the massive decline of Steller sea lions as well as patterns of 
subdivision and evolution of this important marine mammal. 
 
Current Activities: 
We are presently conducting morphometric analyses to determine 
if multiple subspecies exist within Steller sea lions, and nuclear 
gene and mtDNA analyses to detect the effects of past glacial 
cycles on the genetics of the three currently recognized stocks. 
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